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NEWS RELEASE 

Creating a Neighborhood of Good: 
State Farm Announces $40,000 Grant for Young AmeriTowne 

March 22, Denver –Young Americans Center for Financial Education is proud to announce that 
State Farm has committed to developing financial literacy skills, business knowledge and career 
awareness in today’s youth by awarding a $40,000 grant.  Through this support, State Farm makes 
Young AmeriTowne, a hands-on lesson in free enterprise, possible for nearly 1,000 at-risk youth. 

Financial literacy is important for all students, but it is particularly impactful for students in low-
income communities.   Research done by Annamaria Lusardi, a professor at George Washington 
University, concludes, “A lack of financial literacy exacerbates economic inequality” (The Atlantic, 
2016).   

Through Young AmeriTowne, students of 
all different backgrounds learn how to earn, 
make and manage their money wisely, 
preparing them for future success.  
Engaging lessons teach young people learn 
about free enterprise, civics, personal 
finance and workforce readiness in a fun, 
hands-on way.  The culminating experience 
is a day running AmeriTowne, a real town 
that includes a Towne Hall, Medical Center, 
Newspaper and Snack Shop. 

Young Americans Center’s Send-a-School 
initiative ensures that at-risk students and 
schools have access to this experiential 
learning opportunity in financial literacy.  In 2017, 8,806 low-income students from 109 at-risk 
schools received $108,034 in financial aid to attend, an 11 percent increase from 2016.   

State Farm has been supporting experiential learning programs of Young Americans Center since 
2004.  “We are thrilled to continue our support of the Send-a-School initiative and once again 
partner with Young Americans,” said State Farm Agent, who has been involved with Young 
Americans for over a decade.  “Now, 1,000 at-risk, low-income youth will have the same access to 
the unique Young AmeriTowne program as all other students.” 

 

(continued) 
  

State Farm Agents Greg Rideout and Denise Smith present a 
check to Young Americans Center for Financial Education 
President and CEO Rich Martinez and to Young AmeriTowne 
citizens from St. Francis de Sales Catholic STEM School and 
Guardian Angels Catholic School. 



 

 

About Young Americans Center 

Young Americans Center for Financial Education is a nonprofit organization committed to 
developing the financial literacy of young people, up to age 22, through real life experiences and 
hands-on programs. The Center fulfills its mission by offering programs that complement and 
reinforce each other to build life skills, work skills and financial self-sufficiency. These include 
Young AmeriTowne, International Towne, YouthBiz, Money Matters classes, summer camps and 
more. In addition, Young Americans Center houses the only real bank in the world for young 
people, Young Americans Bank, which shares the same educational mission of teaching children to 
be financially responsible. Since 1987, more than 700,000 youth have participated in the programs or 
bank. For more information on the Young Americans Center for Financial Education, visit 
https://yacenter.org. 

About State Farm® 

The mission of State Farm is to help people manage the risks of everyday life, recover from the 
unexpected, and realize their dreams. State Farm and its affiliates are the largest providers 
of auto and home insurance in the United States. Its nearly 19,000 agents and approximately 65,000 
employees serve more than 84 million policies and accounts – more than 81 million auto, fire, life, 
health and commercial policies, and more than 2 million bank accounts. Commercial auto insurance, 
along with coverage for renters, business owners, boats and motorcycles, is available. State Farm 
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company is the parent of the State Farm family of companies. State 
Farm is ranked No. 33 on the 2017 Fortune 500 list of largest companies. For more information, 
please visit http://www.statefarm.com. 
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